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The Use of Force in Peace Operations: United Nations Multidimensional 
Integrated Stabilization Mission in the Central African Republic (MINUSCA)

OHNISHI Ken (NIDS)
As part of an effort to improve knowledge about the utility of force in peace 
operations, this article analyzes the tendency and feature of the use of force by United 
Nations Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization Mission in the Central African 
Republic (MINUSCA) from the perspective of the four functions of military force 
that Thomas Schelling proposes. While MINUSCA employs force in all of the four 
functions consist of deterrence, defense, compellence, and offense, the majority of 
its use of force falls into the category of defense, and the objectives pursued by the 
proactive use of force remain limited. It is expected that MINUSCA would need to 
use force more proactively if it wants to change the status quo, such as inducing armed 
groups to disarm and cease their activities, because those groups would not have 
incentives to do so unless defiance leads to serious consequences for them.

Required Account for Use and Development of Naval Mines: 
Standpoints derived from International Law

EIFUKU Seiya (NIDS)

Convention Relative to the Laying of Automatic Submarine Contact Mines (Hague 
Convention VIII), signed in 1907, is regarded as still effective. However, under the 
Hague Convention VIII, naval mines which are clearly prohibited to use are only 
automatic submarine contact mines and whether other types of mines are prohibited 
or not is unclear. On the other hand, because of the fact that the basic principle of law 
of armed conflict which is the basement of Hague Convention VIII is the doctrine that 
only military objectives may be attacked and the fact that weapons which give rise 
to indiscriminate effect are prohibited under the doctrine, the equipment for target 
directing or explosive control may be the indicator of permissible naval mines. In 
addition, special account for the maritime regime and the marine environment shall be 
required today. Because such maritime regime and the concept of protection of marine 
environment appeared after Hague Convention VIII was enacted. So it is necessary to 
take account of such requirements when naval mines are used or developed today.
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The Kuomintang Army in the War Termination Process of 1945:
An Internal Factor for the Stabilized Transition

FUJII Motohiro (NIDS)

In light of the scale of the Sino-Japanese war, it is still astonishing that the 
Kuomintang (KMT) regime could smoothly restore administrative control over 
almost all of Mainland China, even in the turmoil of the post-war period. As the 
stabilizing factor in this post-war transition, the existing literature has pointed out the 
“cooperative relationship” between the KMT and the just-surrendered Japanese Army 
or stressed the importance of US support toward the KMT, while seldom shedding 
light on internal factors within the KMT Government. Against this backdrop, this 
paper examines the KMT Army’s role in the war termination process in relation 
to its military posture. In January 1945, backed by strong assistance from the U.S. 
Army, the KMT Government initiated a substantial military build-up with a view to 
conducting a full-scale counterattack against the Japanese Army, and as part of that 
effort, established a new commanding headquarters, Chinese Combat Command 
(CCC). As soon as Japan surrendered, the KMT Army redefined its objective to the 
facilitating of the process of restoring authority, and transformed its military posture in 
line with this purpose, letting CCC take overall command. Without this transformation 
of the KMT Army’s military posture, it might have been much more difficult for 
the KMT Government to conduct such an orderly restoration of authority in the 
former Japanese-occupied areas. However, as the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) 
launched an assault in North and Central China, the conflict over post-war supremacy 
between the KMT and the CCP intensified. In response, the KMT Government again 
transformed its Army’s military posture for defeating the CCP’s military forces, even 
utilizing the former Wang Jing-wei Regime’s forces which had collaborated with 
Japan during the war to conduct local security operations. In this sense, we can see 
the two consequences of the transformation of the KMT Army’s military posture 
through the war termination process in 1945. The one is the smooth and well-ordered 
restoration of authority by the KMT Army and the other one is the competition with 
the CCP that led to the Civil War.
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  CASA, SASJ and SAGJ continued to be bothered by lack of Japanese competent 
officers and the equipment. In addition, political and legal situation in Japan especially 
after independence became an obstacle to their operations. However, they tried to 
explore pragmatic solutions within the authority given to them and continued to be 
heavily involved in forming the basis of Japanese rearmament.

The National Institute for Defense Studies (NIDS) is the Ministry of Defense's core research 
and educational institution, conducting policy, theoretical and regional studies in the area of 
defense and security, while also providing officers of the Self-Defense Forces with strategic, 
college-level education. In addition, NIDS is in charge of the administration of prewar military 
documents, and is considered to be the nation’s foremost military history research center. 

Security & Strategy (Anzenhosho Senryaku Kenkyu), one of the Institute’s publications, is a 
peer-reviewed journal intended to contribute to developing academic research on, and public 
understanding of, security issues. Articles can be accessed at the NIDS website <http://www.
nids.mod.go.jp/>. 

Views expressed in the articles are solely those of authors, and do not necessarily represent the 
views of NIDS, the Ministry of Defense or the Japanese Government. 

Editorial Board
SHOJI Junichiro (Editor-in-Chief), EIFUKU Seiya, OKUHIRA Joji, SATAKE Tomohiko, 
SHIMIZU Ryotaro, TAKAHASHI Sugio, MATSUURA Yoshihide, MURAKAMI Yoshihito
Inquiry: security_strategy [at] open.nids.mod.go.jp

Security & Strategy (Anzenhosho Senryaku Kenkyu), Volume 1, Number 1 (August 2020)
Published by: National Institute for Defense Studies (NIDS)
5-1 Ichigayahonmuracho, Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo 162-8808 JAPAN

All rights reserved; no part of this publication may be reproduced, stored or transmitted in any 
form or by any means without the written permission of the Board.


