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He received a Ph.D. in International Relations from the London School of Economics
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and International Security at the Institute of Strategic and International Studies
(ISIS), Malaysia. He is also concurrently Senior Lecturer at Universiti Kebangsaan
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Comparative Politics of Southeast Asia, and ASEAN relations with China, Japan, and



176  Asia Pacific Countries’ Security Outlook and Its Implications for the Defense Sector

the U.S. He earned his Ph.D. in Political Science from Northern Illinois University
in Dekalb, Illinois, USA in 2002 (under a Fulbright scholarship). He is also Director
of the Philippines Programme of the Asia Pacific Centre for Responsibility to Protect
(R2P), based in the University of Queensland in Australia. His recent publications
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Diplomacy in Asia: Seeking a more active political role (New York and London:
Routledge, 2009).

Dr. Sandra Tarte (Chapter 5) is Associate Professor and head of the Politics and
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Melbourne, Australian National University and University of Tokyo. Her recent
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Economics where his work on the political economy of the 1997 Thai economic
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crisis was awarded the United Kingdom’s Lord Bryce Prize for Best Dissertation
in Comparative and International Politics, currently the only Asian recipient of this
award. His publications include: “Between Continuity and Change: Thailand’s Topsy-
Turvy Foreign Policy Directions” in Global Asia, October—December 2009; “The
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Minister, H.E. Mrs. Men Sam An. And Board Member of Cambodian Institute for
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Science from Columbia University (New York City, USA) in 2003. His most recent
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Dr. Tin Maung Maung Than (Chapter 9), a Myanmar national, is a Senior Fellow at
the Institute of Southeast Asian Studies (ISEAS) and the coordinator of its Regional
Strategic and Political Studies Programme. His research interests include: political
economy of development, democratization and civil-military relations in developing
countries, human security, nuclear proliferation, Myanmar politics and economics. He
has a Ph.D. in Politics from the School of Oriental and African Studies, University of
London. He is a member of the International Institute for Strategic Studies (London)
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Military History Department, NIDS. He got the Ph.D. in International Public Policy,
from Osaka University. His areas of expertise are Japan—U.S. relations, Japan’s
foreign and security policy. His most recent international publications include
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The National Institute for Defense Studies (NIDS), as the main policy research arm
of the Ministry of Defense (MOD) of Japan, is dedicated to strategic studies of policy
relevance. It also functions as a war college-level educational institution for senior
uniformed officers of the Self-Defense Forces (SDF), civilian officials of MOD, and
other branches of the government. In addition, NIDS serves as the largest military

history research center in Japan.



