
Security Outlook of the Asia Pacific Countries 
and Its Implications for the Defense Sector

The National Institute for Defense Studies, Japan

NIDS JOINT RESEARCH SERIES No. 16



Published by:

The National Institute for Defense Studies

5-1, Ichigaya-Honmuracho, Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo, 162-8808, Japan

Phone: +81-3-3260-3011

Fax: +81-3-3260-3034

www.nids.go.jp

planning@nids.go.jp

ISBN: 978-4-86482-067-7

The views expressed in this publication are solely of the authors, and do not 

necessarily represent those of the institutions or governments of the authors.

Copyright © 2018 The National Institute for Defense Studies

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in 

retrieval system or be transmitted in any form or by any means (electronic, 

mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise) without the written permission 

from the publisher.

Edited in collaboration with Interbooks



Contents

CHAPTER 1............................................................................................................. 7
Security Outlook of the Asia-Pacific Countries and its Implications for  
the Defence Sector: Indonesia
Gilang Kembara

I. 	 Introduction..........................................................................................................7
II. 	 Maritime Security................................................................................................9
III. 	Terrorism............................................................................................................12
IV. 	Cybercrime.........................................................................................................14
V. 	 Conclusion and Implications..............................................................................16

CHAPTER 2........................................................................................................... 19
Laos’ Perspectives on National Security
Thieng Boupha

CHAPTER 3........................................................................................................... 29
Key issues impacting Malaysia’s security outlook
Thomas Daniel

Part 1:	Major security challenges currently faced by Malaysia and their
		  implications to MAF, security policies and defence sector..........................29
Part 2: Future prospects for regional security/defence cooperation.........................39

CHAPTER 4........................................................................................................... 43
Myanmar Security Trend and Outlook: Tatmadaw’s Mixed Fortunes
Tin Maung Maung Than

Introduction..............................................................................................................43
Fighting with EAOs..................................................................................................43
Rakhine Crisis and the Tatmadaw............................................................................45
The Tatmadaw and peace.........................................................................................52
The Tatmadaw’s other activities...............................................................................52
The Tatmadaw leadership and force modernization.................................................56
Concluding remarks.................................................................................................60



CHAPTER 5........................................................................................................... 61
The Philippines in 2017: Security Challenges in a Time of Conflict & 
Change 
Aries A. Arugay

Introduction..............................................................................................................61
The Blood War on Drugs: Violent yet Popular.........................................................62
A War against Terrorism: Martial Law and the Marawi Tragedy.............................63
Playing Host: Regional Security and Duterte’s Gambit...........................................66
The Security Sector as Duterte’s Constituency........................................................67
Prospects...................................................................................................................68

CHAPTER 6........................................................................................................... 71
Singapore Security Outlook 2017: Between a Rock and a Hard Place
Lam Peng Er

Coping with a Rising China.....................................................................................72
Coping with Trump’s “America First”.....................................................................76
Coping with Urban Warfare, Cyber Security and Terrorism....................................78
Dealing with Terrorism Abroad: SAF Deployment .................................................79
Epilogue...................................................................................................................80

CHAPTER 7........................................................................................................... 81
“Thailand’s Twin Transitions: Implications for the Defence Sector”
Thitinan Pongsudhirak

Introduction..............................................................................................................81
Thailand in perspective under a new reign...............................................................82
Elections and a murky road ahead............................................................................84
Thailand’s geopolitical considerations.....................................................................86
Implications for defence sector ...............................................................................88
Concluding remarks.................................................................................................91

CHAPTER 8........................................................................................................... 93
Tempering the South China Sea Slow Boil: Expanding Options for  
Evolving Disputes
Tran Truong Thuy

Driving forces of South China Sea dynamics..........................................................93
The interplay of international law and power ..........................................................96
Claims over land, sea and air....................................................................................99
New status quo.......................................................................................................102
Whither the South China Sea?................................................................................104
Expanding options for evolving disputes...............................................................107



CHAPTER 9......................................................................................................... 111
In the Shadow of Armed Confrontation: Security Challenges to China  
in 2017/2018
You Ji

The Worsening of Sino-Indian Tension Evidenced by the Doklam  
Confrontation.........................................................................................................112
North Korea’s New Challenge to China amidst US Involvement..........................119
Easing Tension in the Maritime Domains..............................................................124
Conclusion..............................................................................................................128

CHAPTER 10....................................................................................................... 131
The United States in 2017: Security Developments & Implications for 
Defense Policy, the Security Sector and Asia-Pacific Security  
Cooperation/Coordination
Satu Limaye

Introduction............................................................................................................131
Major Security Policy Developments for the United States in 2017......................131
Conclusion..............................................................................................................137

CHAPTER 11....................................................................................................... 139
Security Environment surrounding Japan: Gray Zone, A2/AD and  
Nuclear Threat
Sugio Takahashi

Introduction............................................................................................................139
1. Gray Zone Challenges in the East China Sea.....................................................139
2. A2/AD Threats...................................................................................................144
3. North Korea’s Ballistic Missiles and Nuclear Weapons.....................................147
Conclusion..............................................................................................................149

Contributors......................................................................................................... 151




