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The National Institute for Defense Studies (NIDS) is a think tank of the Ministry
of Defense. NIDS is Japan’s only national institute for academic research and
education of security issues. A team of approximately 90 researchers studies
about security policy, international affairs, and military history. Designated as an
official archive for historical documents under the Public Records and Archives
Management Act, NIDS also manages and provides a large depository of historical
documents concerning military history. In addition, NIDS runs education programs
for senior officials and officers of the Ministry of Defense and Self-Defense Forces,
as well as for other ministry and agency officials. NIDS actively participates in
defense exchanges and security dialogues in both research and educational fields

with foreign and regional research institutes of security and defense.
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