|

N X
NIDS:bhina Security Report 2026

~Imbalanced Partnerships . .

— — 2 *ption Commemorating the 80th Annivercs .
A"Chlna, Russia, and North Korea::«- ...

and the World Anti-Fascist War

MASUDA Masayuki, YAMAZOE Hiroshi, and ASAMI Asaki

. - ARRAS
| . ), . ANk | e A
A 4

National Institute for Defense Studies, Japan



Contributors

MASUDA Masayuki: Introduction, Chapter ONE, Conclusion

Head, China Division, Regional Studies Department

Major publications: The Shifting Dynamics of Great Power Competition (Tokyo: National Institute for Defense Studies,
2023); [ 27 54 FikSFOME] (£ v 5 —7 v 7 R, 20224F) ; Primed for Deterrence? NATO and the Indo-Pacific in
the Age of Great Power Competition (Brussels: Centre for Security, Diplomacy and Strategy, 2025).

YAMAZOE Hiroshi: Chapter TWO

Head, America, Europe, and Russia Division, Regional Studies Department

Major publications: “Russia’s Classical Notion of Great Power and Waning ‘Sphere of Influence’,” in The Shifting
Dynamics of Great Power Competition, ed. Masuda Masayuki (Tokyo: National Institute for Defense Studies, 2023);
“The Growing Influence of China as Seen from Central Asia and Russia: Cooperation in Eurasian Space and Pursuit
of Autonomy,” in NIDS China Security Report 2020: China Goes to Eurasia (Tokyo: National Institute for Defense
Studies, 2019); “Russia’s Eastward Approach to East Asia: The Qing, Japan, and Boundary Issues with Russia,” in 4
World History of Suzerainty: A Modern History of East and West Asia and Translated Concepts, ed. Okamoto Takashi
(Tokyo: Toyo Bunko, 2019).

ASAMI Asaki: Chapter THREE

Fellow, Asia and Africa Division, Regional Studies Department

Major publications: “The U.S.-ROK Alliance and the ROK’s Choices: Considerations on Extended Deterrence and
Nuclear Armament,” NIDS Commentary (November 2024); [tilfiEo> [ERFFF5 R K ORISR IS » 4510 123
TAEG—YE LR ] INIDST A > 5 ) —] (Q0244E1 1) : [FHEETIEHE & MR Efk RO EME ] [NIDS = x
&) =] (2023455 H) 5 [AeilfE O FHBEH—SEREMIC BT 28 - AV E@ERDOZEB L Z0MH ] [%
LARBERRIEHTTE] H52%5 175 (20214F) .

Editorial Team: SHOJI Tomotaka, INGUSHI Akira, TANAKA Ryosuke, GOTO Yohei, KANEKO Reito, AITA Moriki

NIDS China Security Report 2026
Imbalanced Partnerships: China, Russia, and North Korea/ MASUDA Masayuki, YAMAZOE Hiroshi, and ASAMI Asaki

Published by

The National Institute for Defense Studies, Japan

5-1 Ichigaya Honmura-cho, Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo 162-8808, Japan
Website: https://www.nids.mod.go.jp/english/

Translated by INTERBOOKS

Copyright © 2025 by the National Institute for Defense Studies, Japan
All rights reserved.
No part of this publication may be reproduced in any form without written, prior permission from the publisher.

NIDS China Security Report comprises NIDS researchers’ analyses and descriptions based on information compiled
from open sources in Japan and overseas. The views expressed herein do not necessarily represent the official position
of the Government of Japan or the Ministry of Defense.

ISBN 978-4-86482-151-3 Printed in Japan



NIDS China Security Report
2026



