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Joel S. WIT, concurrently Senior Fellow at the U.S.-Korea Institute at SAIS and
Adjunct Senior Fellow at Columbia University’s Weatherhead Institute for East Asia, is
the founder of “38 North” (www.38north.org) and the project lead. An internationally
recognized expert on Northeast Asian security issues and non-proliferation, Mr. Wit has
20 years of experience in the U.S. State Department and the Washington think-tank
arena. After a short stint on detail to the Central Intelligence Agency writing the first
National Intelligence Estimate on ballistic missile proliferation, Mr. Wit was a member
of U.S. delegations to the Strategic Arms Limitation and Intermediate Nuclear Force
Talks with the Soviet Union.

In 1993, he joined the staff of Ambassador Robert L. Gallucci and was an important
player in reaching the 1994 U.S.-North Korea Agreed Framework. From 1995-2000,
M. Wit was the State Department Coordinator for implementation of that agreement,
playing a key role in the formation of KEDO and its operations as well as working with
North Korea on other aspects of the Agreed Framework.

Mr. Wit has been an International Affairs Fellow at the Council on Foreign
Relations, a Senior Associate at the Henry L. Stimson Center, a Guest Scholar at the
Brookings Institution and a Senior Fellow at the Center for Strategic and International
Studies. He is the founder of the38North website and has written numerous articles on
North Korea and non-proliferation. Mr. Wit is also the co-author of the book Going
Critical: The First North Korean Nuclear Crisis.

Hyeong-wook BOO is a research fellow at Korea Institute for Defense Analyses
(KIDA). He is serving as Chief of Defense Strategy Research Division for KIDA and
holding adjunct professor position at Korea National Defense University. He graduated
Seoul National University (SNU) and got master’s degree at SNU. At Virginia Tech,
he majored crisis management and got Ph.D. degree in public affairs. He published
several articles regarding cyber security; Issues of Cyber Security and Policy Directions:
Discussions for the Establishment of Defense Ministry’s Cyber Policy (Journal of
National Defense Studies, Vol. 56, No. 2. June 2013). The Evolution of North Korean
Military Threats and Crisis Management (Weekly Defense Review, No. 1465, 2013).
Cyber War and Policy Suggestions for South Korean Planners (International Journal of
Korean Unification Studies, Vol. 21, No. 2, 2012). He presented several cyber security

related papers in various international conferences with Indonesia, India, and the US.



188  The Kim Jong Un Regime and the Future Security Environment Surrounding the Korean Peninsula

In 2015, he attended a ten days cyber security workshop hosted by a French security

research institute, IHEDN (Institut des hautes études de défense nationale).

Hideya KURATA is a Professor at Department of International Relations, National
Defense Academy; an Adjunct Fellow, Japan Institute of International Affairs (JIIA).
His majors are International Security, Korean Politics and Foreign Policies. He learned
at Graduate School of Keio University in Tokyo and Yonsei University in Seoul. Before
joining the NDA in 2008, he served Research Fellow at JIIA and Associate Professor and
Professor at Kyorin University (2001-2008). His publications include “A Conceptual
Analysis of the Six-Party Talks: Building Peace through Security Assurances” Asian
Security, Vol.3, No.1 (2007, in English), “Six-Party Talks and the Establishment of the
Peace System at the Korean Peninsula,” North Korean Studies. Vol. 1 (2005, in Korean).
He also co-edited, Korean Peninsula and International Politics, Keio University Press,

2005 (in Japanese), etc,.

Bruce E. BECHTOL, Jr. (Ph.D. Union Institute), is an award winning professor of
political science at Angelo State University and a retired Marine. He was formerly on
the faculty at the Marine Corps Command and Staff College (2005-2010) and the Air
Command and Staff College (2003-2005). Dr. Bechtol served as an adjunct visiting
professor at the Korea University Graduate School of International Studies (2006-2007).
He was an intelligence officer at the Defense Intelligence Agency from 1997 until 2003,
eventually serving as the senior analyst for Northeast Asia in the Intelligence Directorate
(J2) on the Joint Staff in the Pentagon. He formerly sat on the editorial review board of
the East Asian Review from 2005 to 2009 and served as editor of the Defense Intelligence
Journal from 2004 to 2005. He is currently on the editorial advisory board of the Korea
Observer (2011—present), and is on the scientific board of Global Humanities (2014-
present). He is the current president of the International Council on Korean Studies,
and serves on the board of directors of the Council on U.S.-Korean Security Studies.
He is the author of North Korea and Regional Security in the Kim Jong-un Era: A
New International Security Dilemma (Palgrave Macmillan: 2014), The Last Days of
Kim Jong-1l: The North Korean Threat in a Changing Era (University of Nebraska
Press: 2013), Defiant Failed State: The North Korean Threat to International Security
(Potomac Books: 2010), and Red Rogue: The Persistent Challenge of North Korea
(Potomac Books: 2007), and he is the editor of Confronting Security Challenges on the
Korean Peninsula (Marine Corps University Press: 2011) and The Quest for a Unified
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Korea: Strategies for the Cultural and Interagency Process (Marine Corps University
Foundation: 2007). He is also the author of more than thirty articles in peer-reviewed
journals. A widely sought after expert on North Korean international security issues,
Dr. Bechtol has been called on to present commentary to the BBC, CBC, FOX News,
Radio New Zealand, syndicated nationwide radio shows such as POTUS politics on
SIRIUS/XM, the John Batchelor show, the Frank Gaffney show, and several interviews
on National Public Radio (to name a few). His latest (grant sponsored) project involves

research about North Korea and proliferation to the Middle East and Africa.

Dongho JO is a professor of North Korean Studies at Ewha Womans University.
Before joining the university in 2007, he had worked at Korea Development Institute
for 16 years as senior fellow and director of North Korean Economic Studies. He was
graduated from Seoul National University and received Ph.D. degree in economics from
University of Pennsylvania in 1991. He has had lots of professional experiences. He is
now a director of the Korea Eximbank Research Institute for North Korea and Northeast
Asia Development, a standing member of the Advisory Council on Democratic and
Peaceful Unification for the President of Korea, a member of Presidential Committee
on Unification Preparation, chairman of Advisory Committee for Inter-Korean
Economic Cooperation of Ministry of Unification, and a president of North Korean
Economic Forum, etc. He has also been writing columns on North Korea regularly for
major newspapers and magazines and is now a columnist for Chosun Ilbo, the largest
newspaper in Korea. His research areas are mainly the North Korean economy, inter-

Korean cooperation, and economic cooperation in Northeast Asia.

Hiroyasu AKUTSU is a professor and senior fellow at the National Institute for Defense
Studies (NIDS). He received his PhD in Political Science and International Relations
at the Australian National University. Since joining NIDS in 2007, He has specialised
in political and military affairs on the Korean Peninsula and also worked on security
issues in Northeast Asia, alliance cooperation in the Asia-Pacific, strategic operations
research, and so on. He also conducted research as a visiting fellow at the New Asia
Research Institute in Seoul (1997-1998) and the Royal United Services Institute for
Defense Studies in London (2010-2011) and a guest scholar at the Center for Strategic
and International Studies in Washington DC (2014).
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Scott SNYDER is senior fellow for Korea studies and director of the program on
U.S.-Korea policy at the Council on Foreign Relations (CFR), where he had served as
an adjunct fellow from 2008 to 2011. Snyder’s latest books include the co-authored
volume The Japan-South Korea Identity Clash: East Asian Security and the United
States (Columbia University Press, 2015) and Middle-Power Korea: Contributions
to the Global Agenda (Council on Foreign Relations, June 2015) Snyder is also the
co-editor of North Korea in Transition: Politics, Economy, and Society (Rowman and
Littlefield, October 2012), and the editor of Global Korea: South Korea’s Contributions
to International Security (Council on Foreign Relations, October 2012). He served as
the project director for CFR’s Independent Task Force on policy toward the Korean
Peninsula. He currently writes for the blog, “Asia Unbound <http://blogs.cfr.org/asia/>.”
Prior to joining CFR, Snyder was a senior associate in the international relations program
of The Asia Foundation, where he founded and directed the Center for U.S.-Korea Policy
and served as The Asia Foundation’s representative in Korea (2000-2004). He was also
a senior associate at Pacific Forum CSIS. Mr. Snyder has worked as an Asia specialist in
the research and studies program of the U.S. Institute of Peace and as acting director of
Asia Society’s contemporary affairs program. He was a Pantech visiting fellow at Stanford
University’s Shorenstein Asia-Pacific Research Center during 2005-06, and received
an Abe fellowship, administered by the Social Sciences Research Council, in 1998-99.
Snyder received a BA from Rice University and an MA from the regional studies East
Asia program at Harvard University and was a Thomas G. Watson fellow at Yonsei

University in South Korea.

Kang CHOI is the vice president for research and director of the Center for Foreign
Policy and National Security at the Asan Institute for Policy Studies. Prior to joining
the Asan Institute, he was the dean of Planning and Assessment at the Korea National
Diplomatic Academy (KNDA). Previously, he also worked at the Institute for Foreign
Affairs and National Security (IFANS) as the president (2012) as well as professor and
director-general for American Studies (2008-2012). During that time, he also led the
Council for Security Cooperation in the Asia-Pacific (CSCAP) Korea as chairman
(2010-2012). From 1992 to 1998, Dr. Choi worked at the Korea Institute for Defense
Analyses (KIDA) as associate research fellow and director of International Arms
Control Studies, and later returned to KIDA as the chief executive officer of the Task
Force for Current Defense Issues (2002-2005). Between those two periods, he served

in the National Security Council Secretariat as senior director for Policy Planning and
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Coordination (1998-2002). He holds several advisory board memberships including:
Committee on Foreign Affairs, Trade, and Unification in the National Assembly; Ministry
of National Defense; Ministry of Unification; Air Force Development Committee; and
the National Unification Advisory Council. Dr. Choi was also a South Korean delegate
to the Four-Party Talks. He received his B.A. from Kyunghee University, M.A. from the
University of Wisconsin-Madison, and Ph.D. from Ohio State University. He is specialized
in and writes extensively on arms control and non-proliferation, the ROK-U.S. alliance,
North Korean military affairs, inter-Korean affairs, crisis/consequence management and

multilateral security cooperation.

Rumi AOYAMA

Professor, The Research Institute of Current Chinese Affairs, School of Education, Waseda
University. She was a visiting researcher at the Stanford University from 2005-2006. She
earned a Ph. D. in Law from Graduate School of Law, Keio University. Her specialty is
Contemporary Chinese Diplomacy. Her Contemporary China’s Foreign Policy (Gendai
chuugoku no gaikou) was honored with the 24th Masayoshi Ohira Foundation Memorial
Prize. Her other most recent publications include China and the Future of International
Order (Co-authored with Satoshi Amako, University of Tokyo Press, 2015); China’s Asia
Policy in the Post-cold War Era, (University of Tokyo Press, 2013); China’s Global Strategy
(Akashi Press, 2011); China’s Public Diplomacy Strategy (The Japan Foundation, 2009).

Motohide SAITO

Visiting fellow of the Institute for Policy and Cultural Studies, Chuo University. Ph.D. in
International Relations, Columbia University in 1986. Previous career includes professor
at Kyorin University, adjunct professor of the Center for Slavic Studies, Hokkaido
University, and member of trustees, the Japanese Association for Russian and East
European Studies. Specialty: Russian Foreign Policy and International Relations. He is
the author of Russias Foreign Policy (Keiso Shobo, 2004), Russias Policy towards Japan
(tentative title) (forthcoming, Keio University Press), and “The Russia-China Relations

after the Crimea Annexation” (Hogaku Shinpo, 2017).
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NIDS International Symposium on Security Affairs

“The Kim Jong Un Regime and the Future Security
Environment Surrounding the Korean Peninsula”

July 25,2016
Hotel Chinzanso Tokyo

OPENING REMARKS: Noriaki Nakamura, President, the National Institute for
Defense Studies (NIDS)

INTRODUCTION: Yoshiaki Sakaguchi, Executive Director for Research and
International Affairs, NIDS

SESSION I

SESSION II

“Threat of North Korea’s Nuclear and Cyber Attack”
Chair: Sukeyuki Ichimasa, Senior Research Fellow, NIDS
Speakers:
Joel Wit, Senior Fellow, Johns Hopkins School of Advanced
International Studies (SAIS), USA
Hyeong-wook Boo, Research Fellow, Korea Institute for Defense
Analyses (KIDA), ROK
Hideya Kurata, Professor, National Defense Academy (NDA)
Discussant: LTC Koichi Arie, Fellow, NIDS

“Security Policy of Kim Jong Un Regime”
Chair: Yasuaki Hashimoto, Director, Policy Studies Department, NIDS
Speakers:
Bruce Bechtol, Professor, Angelo State University, USA
Dongho Jo, Professor, Ewha Womans University, ROK
Hiroyasu Akutsu, Senior Research Fellow, NIDS
Discussant: Takeshi Watanabe, Senior Research Fellow, NIDS
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SESSION III “Future of North Korea and Response of Related States”

Chair: Sugio Takahashi, Chief, Policy Simulation Division, NIDS

Speakers:
Scott Snyder, Senior Fellow, Council on Foreign Relations (CFR),
USA
Kang Choi, Vice President, Asan Institute for Policy Studies, ROK
Rumi Aoyama, Professor, Waseda University
Motohide Saito, Visiting Fellow, Chuo University

Discussant: Hideshi Tokuchi, Senior Fellow, National Graduate

Institute for Policy Studies (GRIPS)

SESSION IV General Discussion
Chair: Tetsuo Murooka, Director, Security Studies Department, NIDS
Main Discussant: Hajime Izumi, Professor, Tokyo International

University

CLOSING REMARKS: Hirofumi Ohnishi, Vice President, NIDS






