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National Institute for Defense Studies, Ministry of Defense

Organization

Planning and Administration 
Department

General affairs, human resources, accounting, planning coordination of research and education/
training

Policy Studies Department Conducts research on the defense policies of Japan, national defense policies of other countries, 
strategy theory, global security, and security in the cyber domain, etc.

Security Studies Department Conducts research on government, legislations, society, defense economics and post-conflict 
development.

Regional Studies Department Conducts research on international relations and security in diverse regions of the world

Education Department Provides education on national security affairs to high-ranking officers of the SDF and equivalent 
civilian officials of the MOD and other government agencies

Center for Military History Conducts research on military history, compiles military history; preserves, publicly releases, and 
conducts research on military history documents

Director, International 
Exchange and Libraries

International exchanges and library management pertaining to basic research and study on the 
Self-Defense Forces management and Operation

Director, Policy Simulation Conducts policy simulation on management and operation of the Self-Defense Forces

Number of 
Employees

Researchers(s) About 90
Administrative 

Staff      About 80

Total                        About 170

President

Vice President

Vice President for 
Academic Affairs

As of April, 2025

Defense Policy Division

Military Strategy Division

Global Security Division

Cyber Security Division

Military History Division

National Security Policy Division

International Conflict Division

Military Archives

China Division

Asia and Africa Division

America, Europe, and Russia Division

Administration Division

Planning and Management Division

Government and Law Division

Security and Economy Division

Education Affairs Division

Course Management Division

Library Administration Group

Policy Simulation Division
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