
Preface 

This document is a report by the Council of Defense-Strategic Studies, the fifth of its kind 
following those issued in May 2001, September 2003, November 2005 and February 2008. The 
Council of Defense-Strategic Studies aims at promoting broad and interdisciplinary analyses 
and discussions on the prospective global strategic environment and Japan’s defense strategies. 
Established in 1999, the Council invites experts from a wide range of fields as its members, 
while the National Institute for Defense Studies (NIDS) of the Ministry of Defense (MOD) 
serves as its secretariat. The Council does not merely promote analysis and review in such ways 
that its members discuss the objects in strict manners based on their specialized viewpoints. 
The Council accepts bold proposals based on the knowledge and discernment its members have 
nurtured through their studies and experiences. The analyses and discussions therefore are not 
based on the materials prepared by the secretariat. At each session of the Council, two members 
present their reports, followed by free discussions on the presented subjects. That means that 
while we receive secretarial support from NIDS and meet at the forum it offers us, we, the 
Council of Defense-Strategic Studies, do not necessarily stick to reaching certain conclusions, 
but instead promote free analyses and discussions.

 Our latest report has been compiled based on the discussions held over the two years of 2007 
and 2008. During these two years in the Middle East, Iraq was gradually resuming its order, 
while the war on terror continued in Afghanistan and other areas, and the problems of pirates off 
Somalia emerged. The US military forces were stepping up their realignment on a global scale. 
In the regions around Japan there were issues associated with Sino-Taiwan relations and the 
Korean Peninsula, while we also noted situations in Southeast Asia and South Asia. Observing 
these movements, we selected subjects in a timely manner, promoted discussions and came to 
publish this report. It is our hope that this report will offer beneficial insights for those considering 
the United States and the Japan-US Alliance, and serve as reference for people associated with 
NIDS and MOD, as well as those interested in security policies as a whole. 

The members of our Council are listed on the next page. We have also been joined by Mr. 
Masayuki Yamauchi (professor of the University of Tokyo Graduate School of Arts and Sciences) 
and Mr. Koji Tsuruoka (Director-General, International Legal Affairs Bureau, Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs), who offered their specialized insights as they joined our discussions from time 
to time. Allow me to thank them cordially at this opportunity. 

Finally, as you may have understood from the abovementioned nature of this council, I would 
like to remind the reader that this report constitutes a summary of reports submitted by each of 
the members and discussions based on the reports, and therefore does not reflect the unanimous 



views and proposals of the council, and it is also not the official view of the National Institute 
for Defense Studies and the Ministry of Defense.  
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