
(Affiliations and titles are correct as of the time of the workshop.)

Chheang Vannarith (Chapter 1) is President of Asian Vision Institute (AVI). He 

has over a decade of work experience as a geopolitical and geo-economic analyst, 

with a focus on Southeast Asia. He was honoured a Young Global Leader by the 

World Economic Forum in 2013. He was the Executive Director of the Cambodian 

Institute for Cooperation and Peace (CICP) from 2009 to 2013. He received his 

MA in International Relations from the International University of Japan in 2006, 

Graduate in Leadership from the East West Center in 2008, and PhD in Asia Pacific 

Studies from the Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University in 2009.

Heng Pheakdey (Chapter 1) is Strategic Advisor to Asian Vision Institute (AVI), 

Founder and Chairman of Enrich Institute, a Phnom Penh based SDGs think tank. 

Dr. Heng has more than 10 years of public policy experience leading policy research, 

training, planning and development for various local national and international 

organizations including: UNDP, UNESCAP, World Bank, GGGI, PFAN, Konrad 

Adenauer Stiftung, Asia Competitiveness Institute, Asia Foundation, GERES, NGO-

Forum, just to name a few. Dr. Heng obtained his master degree from Lee Kuan Yew 

School of Public Policy in Singapore and his Ph.D from VU University Amsterdam 

in the Netherlands.

Ngeow Chow-Bing (Chapter 2) is Director of the Institute of China Studies at the 

University of Malaya. In addition, he has also been appointed a Special Senior 

Research Fellow at the National Institute for Global Strategy, Chinese Academy 

of Social Sciences (2017-2020), and served as a delegate of the Southeast Asian 

Young Leaders Programme (SEAYLP) at the Institute of International and Strategic 

Studies’ 17th Shangri-La Dialogue in 2018.

Dr. Ngeow received his PhD in Public and International Affairs from Northeastern 

University. His scholarly articles on China have appeared in peer-reviewed journals 

such as China Review, Ethnic and Racial Studies, Journal of Contemporary China, 

Contemporary Southeast Asia, East Asia: An International Quarterly, China: An 

International Journal, Problems of Post-Communism, Issues and Studies, and 

International Journal of China Studies. He has published three coedited books: 

Zhenghe Forum: Connecting China with the Muslim World (2016); Southeast 

Asia and China: Exercises in Mutual Socialization (2017); and Rising China, 

Resilient Japan, Resourceful ASEAN: Selected Writings of Lee Poh Ping on East 

Asian International Relations (2018). His latest edited book, Researching China in 
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Southeast Asia, will be published in the middle of 2019.

He has been interviewed by local media such as Sinchew Daily, Oriental Daily 

News, The Star, Free Malaysia Today, The Edge, Malaysiakini, and international 

media including South China Morning Post, Forbes, The Straits Times, Xinhua News 

Agency, China Business Times, and Duowei News for issues pertaining to China and 

Malaysia-China relations. He has also contributed opinion pieces to online policy 

magazines such as East Asia Forum, IAPS Dialogue, and CPI Analysis. 

Dr. Ngeow’s research interests include China’s political reforms, organization and 

management of the Chinese Communist Party, China’s minorities, and China-

Southeast Asia relations.

Alan Chong (Chapter 3) is Associate Professor and Acting Head, Centre for 

Multilateralism Studies, at the S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies 

(RSIS), located within the Nanyang Technological University in Singapore. He has 

published widely on the notion of soft power and the role of ideas in constructing 

the international relations of Singapore and Asia. These ideational angles have 

also led to inquiry into some aspects of ‘non-traditional security’ issues in Asia. 

His publications have appeared in The Pacific Review; International Relations of 

the Asia-Pacific; Journal of Southeast Asian Studies; Asian Survey; Contemporary 

Southeast Asia; East Asia: An International Quarterly; Politics, Religion and 

Ideology; the Review of International Studies; the Cambridge Review of International 

Affairs; Armed Forces and Society, the Journal of Strategic Studies; Global Change, 

Peace and Security; and in the Japanese Journal of Political Science. He is also 

the author of Foreign Policy in Global Information Space: Actualizing Soft Power 

(Palgrave, 2007), editor of International Security in the Asia-Pacific: Transcending 

ASEAN towards Transitional Polycentrism (Palgrave, 2018) and co-editor (with 

Faizal bin Yahya) of State, Society and Information Technology in Asia (Ashgate/

Routledge, 2014). He is currently working on several projects exploring the notion 

of ‘Asian international theory’. His interest in soft power has also led to inquiry into 

the sociological and philosophical foundations of international communication. In 

tandem, he has pursued a fledgling interest in researching cyber security issues and 

international discursive conflicts. Professor Chong has occasionally served as the 

principal external examiner of the Bachelor of Security Studies and Management 

programme at the Singapore University of the Social Sciences and had served briefly 

as Singapore’s National Focal Point for the subject of the ‘Right to Peace’ under the 
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ambit of the ASEAN Intergovernmental Commission on Human Rights. He has also 

frequently been interviewed in the Asian media, briefly taught at Singapore’s Goh 

Keng Swee Command and Staff College, and consulted in think-tank networks in the 

region.  Alan Chong can be contacted at: iscschong@ntu.edu.sg

Le Hong Hiep (Chapter 4) is a Fellow at the ISEAS-Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore. 

At ISEAS, he works for the Vietnam Studies Program and the Regional Strategic and 

Political Studies Program. He is also the associate editor of the Institute’s flagship 

journal Contemporary Southeast Asia. 

Dr. Hiep did his undergraduate study at the Institute of International Relations (now 

Diplomatic Academy of Vietnam), and earned his Master of Arts in International 

Relations and Master of Diplomacy from the Australian National University by 

an Australian Leadership Award. In 2015, Hiep earned his PhD in Political and 

International Studies from the University of New South Wales, funded by a Prime 

Minister’s Australia – Asia Award.

Dr. Hiep used to work for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Vietnam from 2004 

to 2006. Before joining ISEAS, he taught at the Faculty of International Relations, 

College of Social Sciences and Humanities, Vietnam National University -HCMC.

Dr. Hiep’s scholarly articles and analyses have been published in Contemporary 

Southeast Asia, Southeast Asian Affairs, Asian Politics & Policy, Korean Journal 

of Defence Analysis, ASPI Strategic Insights, ISEAS Perspective, American Review, 

Project Syndicate, The Straits Times, TODAY, The Diplomat, East Asia Forum, 

The National Interest…  His comments on regional affairs and Vietnam issues 

are regularly quoted by international media outlets, including AP, Bloomberg, The 

Financial Times, TODAY, Channel NewsAsia…

Dr. Hiep has published two books: Living next to the Giant: The Political Economy of 

Vietnam’s Relations with China under Doi Moi (2016) and Vietnam’s Foreign Policy 

under Doi Moi (2018, co-editor with Anton Tsvetov), both with ISEAS Publishing.


