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As discussed in our paper at the 2013 NIDS conference, there are four major security 

and development challenges that Vietnam has confronted since the end of the Cold 

War. They are economic weaknesses, regime security, territorial sovereignty,  

and non-traditional security issues. While threats to regime security still remain the 

primary concern to the Communist Party of Vietnam (CPV), Vietnam leaders also see 

the challenges to regime security and to national security as “intertwined.” 1 Not only 

will success in economic development strategy strengthen credibility and legitimacy 

of the regime, but also comprehensive power of country, which in turn strengthens 

Vietnam’s national security vis-à-vis external threats. On the other hand, identifying 

the party-state — backed up by a stronger economy — as a unique representative 

who can protect territorial integrity before external threats, will also give the party 

more sources of credibility and legitimacy. On the other side, being seen as soft or 

not determined enough in protecting sovereignty and territorial integrity will also 

undermine credibility of the regime.2 In other words, two issues that constantly 

stay on top of the agenda of Vietnamese policymakers are: (i) sustaining economic 

growth; and (ii) protecting sovereignty and maritime interests in the South China 

Sea. This paper will focus on these two most challenging issues for Vietnam’s 

security and development. 

1 Resolution of the 11th National Party Congress. http://www.nhandan.com.vn/cmlink/nhandan-online/home 
page/politics/11th-party-congress/coverage-on-the-party-congress/resolution-of-the-11th-party-national-
congress-1.282810 
2 That partly explains that in the official documents of CPV in recent times, defending independence, sovereignty, 
unity, territorial integrity, and national security was placed as a first priority. For example, the Political Report at 
the IXth CPV National Congress read: “To defend the socialist country is to defend the independence, sovereignty, 
unity, territorial integrity, national security, social order and safety, national culture, the Party, the State, the people 
and the socialist regime, as well as the course of renovation, and national interests.” The CPV, The IXth National 
Congress Documents, p. 117.
The Political Report adopted at the 11th Party Congress in 2011 also defined major defense and security objectives 
and tasks — sorted in priority — as follow: (i) protecting national independence, sovereignty, territorial integrity; 
(ii) protecting the Party, State, people and the regime; ensuring political stability, social order and security; actively 
preventing and defeating any hostile attempts and activities to damage the state; (iii) and readily responding to 
global non-traditional security challenges.
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Sustaining Economic Growth

In comparison to previous years, Vietnam’s economy in 2013 had not come back 

to its glory, but was quite promising and on track for recovery. Significantly,  

due to tightening government spending and monetary policy, the inflation rate was 

controlled and reduced to a decade low level of 6.60%/year 3 — a whopping 64% 

decrease from 2011’s 18.6%/year.4 Despite this recorded low CPI, Vietnam’s GDP 

growth rate still increased by 0.4% from 5.02%/year in 2012 to 5.42%/year this 

year 5 — higher than the 3.1% growth rate of the global economy in 2013.6 In addition, 

industrial production did recover and achieve a high growth rate of 5.92%.7 Vietnam 

also saw a significant increase in foreign direct investment (FDI). Total registered 

capital reached US$21.6 billion, a 54.45% increase from last year; implementation 

capital grew by 9.9% to US$11.5 billion.8 The country also achieved a trade surplus 

with a net export of US$0.9 billion in which total export increased by 15.4% to 

US$132.2 billion, and total import increased by 16.5% to US$131.3 billion.9

Source: General Statistics Office of Vietnam, Ministry of Planning and Investment

3 General Statistics Office of Vietnam (GSO).
4 ibid
5 ibid
6 International Monetary Fund
7 GSO
8 ibid
9 ibid



Vietnam’s In�ation rate (2005-2013)
25.00%

20.00%

15.00%

10.00%

5.00%

0.00%
2005

8.28%

2006

7.39%

2007

8.30%

2008

23.12%

2009

7.05%

2010

8.86%

2011

18.58%

2012

9.21%

2013

6.60%CPI

Vietnam’s Security Outlook in 2013 79

The low inflation rate in 2013 created room for policy makers to boost consumption 

and investment by loosening its monetary and fiscal policies to stimulate the economy 

even more in 2014. A higher GDP growth rate in 2014 can be expected but will likely 

be associated with an increased CPI. According to the Ministry of Planning and 

Investment, in 2014, Vietnam’s economy is expected to grow at 6%/year and its 

inflation rate to be at 7%, and the country will continue on its recovery track.

Source: General Statistics Office of Vietnam, Ministry of Planning and Investment

As the economy is expected on the right track of recovery, on one hand, it has 

provided more assurance for the ruling party in strengthening its credibility and 

legitimacy; on the other hand, it will increase also comprehensive power of country, 

which in turn strengthens Vietnam’s national security vis-à-vis external threats, 

including dealing with the ongoing South China Sea dispute.

The South China Sea Issue in 2013

The South China Sea issues continue to be the number one security challenge for 

Vietnam. In 2013, Chinese leaders seemingly recognized that their assertive strategy 

in the South China Sea in recent years had undermined China’s image and credibility 

in the region, worried ASEAN, and moved them closer towards the US. Washington, 
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already armed with their rebalancing strategy, have more excuses to engage in the 

region and influence the South China Sea issue. Since the begin of 2013, China’s 

new leadership arguably applies a more moderated approach towards ASEAN and 

the South China Sea issue with a new round of diplomacy and “charm offensive” 

to improve relationships with almost all ASEAN countries (except the Philippines). 

China also agreed to begin “step by step” “consultations” with ASEAN on the Code 

of Conduct (COC) at the 6th ASEAN-China SOM and the 9th ASEAN-China Joint 

Working Group Meeting on the Implementation of the DOC in Suzhou, China, 

during September 14 –15, 2013, and agreed that that the COC will be on the agenda 

at all meetings of the senior officials and working group.

Changes in China’s tactics towards the South China Sea issue has also resulted in 

fewer tensions between China and Vietnam this year in comparison to previous 

years. The Chinese side was seemingly restraining from taking direct intimidating 

actions against other claimants, including Vietnam, in the South China Sea.  

For instance, there were no reports on arrests of Vietnamese fishermen or 

confiscations of Vietnamese fishing boats as in previous years, although China 

continued to declare its unilateral fishing ban in the area north of 12 degrees latitude 

of the South China Sea from 16 May to 1 August, which Vietnam has protested 

as a violation of Vietnamese sovereign rights.10 Chinese law enforcement vessels 

also did not conduct new harassments against the oil and gas exploration activities 

of Vietnam in the overlapping area of 200 nautical miles of Vietnam’s exclusive 

economic zone and the U-shaped line in the South China Sea. 

One of the major developments in the year 2013 that possibly significantly influenced 

China’s calculation, and consequently its approach towards the South China Sea issue, 

is the decision of the Philippines to bring China before an international arbitration. 

After failing in diplomatic negotiations and direct competition on the sea for control 

of the Scarborough Shoal in 2012, on 22 January 2013, the Philippines decided to 

bring China before arbitration under Annex VII of the 1982 UN Convention on the 

Law of the Sea (UNCLOS). The Philippines seeks the Arbitration to declare, among 

other things, that China’s maritime claims based on its so-called nine-dash line are 

contrary to UNCLOS and invalid; and requires China to bring its domestic legislation 

10 Vietnam dismisses China fishing ban in East Sea. http://www.thanhniennews.com/index/pages/20130516-
vietnam-opposes-china-fishing-ban-on-east-sea.aspx
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into conformity with its obligations under UNCLOS, and desist from activities that 

violate the rights of the Philippines in the South China Sea.11 This development 

arguably influences China’s calculation in its policy towards ASEAN in general and 

to other ASEAN claimants, especially to Vietnam, in particular. Although China 

rejected the Philippines and declined to participate in the Arbitration, if the Arbitral 

Tribunal decides that they have jurisdiction over the Philippines-China case and 

makes an award in favor of the Philippines, fully or partly, it will be legally binding 

for China as a member of UNCLOS. To prevent dealing with legal cases “on two 

fronts,” China presses Vietnam on official meetings not to join with the Philippines 

in this case or to initiate a new case against China, at working level and at high 

level, including during the visit of Vietnam President Truong Tan Sang to China in 

June 2013, and during the visit of Primer Li Keqiang to Vietnam in October 2013.  

China considers that using third party arbitration is a non-peaceful measure and 

unfriendly act.12 During the visit of China Primer Li Keqiang to Vietnam in October 

2013, both sides reached consensus on advancing maritime, onshore, and financial 

cooperation “in parallel,” and establishing three working groups respectively.13 

By linking three cooperation fields, China deliberately will refer to progress on 

cooperation on financial and infrastructural fields to press Vietnam on negotiations 

for cooperation on maritime issues, especially with joint development of maritime 

resources in the South China Sea.

The arbitration process initiated by the Philippines also arguably influences the 

Chinese attitude towards the COC negotiation. For China, a less legally binding 

regional COC seems more comfortable than a legally binding award of an 

international arbitration created under UNCLOS that China ratified. It should be 

noted that in early 2013, China reportedly tried to convince ASEAN through the 

Chair Brunei to press the Philippines to withdraw the arbitration case in exchange 

for the commencement of COC discussions. 

However, China’s adjusted approach towards Vietnam on the South China Sea 

11 SFA Statement on the UNCLOS Arbitral Proceedings against China. https://www.dfa.gov.ph/index.php/2013-
06-27-21-50-36/unclos/216-sfa-statement-on-the-unclos-arbitral-proceedings-against-china
12 Conversation with author
13 Chinese Premier Li Keqiang visits Vietnam http://english.vietnamnet.vn/fms/government/86738/chinese-
premier-li-keqiang-visits-vietnam.html
Premier Li Keqiang Holds Talks with Prime Minister Nguyen Tan Dung of Vietnam. http://www.fmprc.gov.cn/
eng/topics/lkqzlcxdyldrxlhy/t1089863.shtml 
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issue with a more moderate tone seems a change in tactics, not in overall strategy.  

What is new is that Vietnam has to deal with a more coordinated and centralized 

policy from China on the South China Sea issue. China’s centralized approach is 

aiming for “creeping expansion but non-confrontational dispute” in the South China 

Sea, with an increasing presence and control of civilian and paramilitary force in 

areas within the U-shaped line. Although PLAN refrained from directly engaging 

in the incidents or standoff with other claimants, they sent deterrent messages by 

continuing to show force at the time of the standoff, and conducted various kinds 

of military exercises occasionally. China’s new round of Charm Offensive is also 

arguably framed within its “divide and rule” strategy with offering economic 

incentives to ASEAN countries, especially to non-claimants, and actively pushing 

diplomatic pressure to prevent ASEAN from forming a common position on the 

South China Sea. ASEAN countries also worry that China, after establishing the Air 

Defense Identification Zone (ADIZ) encompassing the contested leodo/Suyan rock 

as well as the Senkaku/Diaoyu islands in the East China Sea, will announce a new 

ADIZ in the South China Sea, thus adding a new dimension to the disputes.14 China’s 

Defense Ministry publicly said that it will “establish other air defense identification 

zones at an appropriate time after completing preparations.” 15

The latest significant development demonstrates that China’s overall strategy 

towards the South China Sea remains unchanged, as new regulations on fishing 

in the South China Sea were issued by Hainan province on November 19, 2013, 

announced on December 3 and came into force on January 1, 2014.16 This new fishing 

regulations require all foreign vessels to obtain advance approval from the “relevant 

and responsible department.” Foreign fishing ships that do not comply with this 

regulation will be either forced out of the area or subject to a fine of up to $83,000.17 

Significantly, this regulation will be applied not only for Hainan’s internationally 

recognized waters, but to extend to all waters within the controversial U-shaped 

line, the area claimed by the Hainan government amounting 2 million km2, and to 

around 57 percent of the South China Sea. This new development reaffirms China’s 

14 ADIZ stirs fears for South China Sea. http://www.atimes.com/atimes/Southeast_Asia/SEA-01-061213.html 
15 China Exclusive: Defense Ministry spokesman responds to air defense identification zone questions. http://
news.xinhuanet.com/english/china/2013-11/23/c_132912145.htm
16 Taylor Fravel, Hainan’s New Fishing Rules: A Preliminary Analysis. http://thediplomat.com/2014/01/hainans-
new-fishing-rules-a-preliminary-analysis/ 
17 Carl Thayer, China Escalates Fishing Disputes in the South China Sea. http://cogitasia.com/china-escalates-
fishing-disputes-in-the-south-china-sea/ 
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traditional approach of applying unilateral actions aimed at extending the legal basis 

for China’s claim to land features and maritime zones in the South China Sea.

Concerning Vietnam policy in dealing with South China Sea issue, as discussed in 

our paper in last year’s conference, Vietnam applies the policy of a weaker party 

in asymmetric relations to defend its national interests while seeking to preserve 

peaceful relationship with other claimants, especially with China. This policy is 

a combination of engagement and (soft and hard) balancing towards China. It is 

relatively comprehensive and combines several directions. (i) Direct engagement 

including negotiating directly with China on maritime issues to defuse tensions 

and settle remaining bilateral issues, particularly the delimitation of maritime areas 

outside the mouth of Tonkin Gulf. (ii) Indirect engagement by working with other 

members of ASEAN in engaging China in DOC implementation and working 

towards a new code of conduct (COC). Soft balancing combined of (iv) bringing 

up the South China Sea issues in regional forums (particularly ASEAN-related 

forums); (v) engaging the participation of other external powers, especially the 

US, in the South China Sea issue, especially in discussion in regional diplomatic 

forums; and (vi) using international law, especially the UNCLOS 1982, to defend its 

maritime claims. Hard balancing is for deterrent purposes, namely (vii) improving 

military capacity, especially modernizing navy, and strengthening law enforcement 

capabilities (the Coast Guard and Fishing Patrol Agency). 

As discussed above about the direct engagement direction of Vietnam policy,  

in 2013, Vietnam continued to exchange high-ranking visits with China, and the 

South China Sea issue became one of the main topics of discussion among leaders. 

Beside establishing a working group on maritime cooperation as aforementioned, 

“the two sides agreed to exercise tight control of maritime disputes and not to make 

any move that can further complicate or extend disputes,” and set up a hotline 

between the two Agriculture Ministries (in addition to hotlines between two General 

Secretary of Communist Parties, between two Defense Ministries, and two Foreign 

Ministries) “to promptly and suitably deal with arising problems” in the South 

China Sea.18 Beside the high-ranking visits, Vietnam and China also established 

the Steering Committee on Vietnam-China Bilateral Cooperation and a network of 

18 Chinese Premier Li Keqiang visits Vietnam http://english.vietnamnet.vn/fms/government/86738/chinese-pre 
mier-li-keqiang-visits-vietnam.html
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engagement with China through party-to-party and agency-to-agency cooperation 

channels, which includes cooperative measures directly and indirectly relating to 

dealing with maritime issues between militaries (exchanged visits, hot line, strategic 

dialogue, port call, combined naval patrol, …), between agencies responsible for 

fishery cooperation, combat of transnational crime, and between border provinces.  

These engagements were expected to promote mutual trust, cooperation, and 

minimize misunderstanding among interest’s groups. Some Vietnam analysts 

believed that by bringing up the South China Sea issue into the high-level discussions, 

this issue could be elevated to the higher level of priorities in China’s foreign policy, 

make China leaders have to put the issues into a broader picture of bilateral and 

regional relations, and therefore make them have to manage the issue of competition 

among interest’s groups within China — one of the main sources of tension in recent 

years. On other hand, the cooperative mechanism among agencies directly dealing 

with the maritime issue can arguably also help both sides prevent incidents from 

happening or/and deescalate the tensions. However, it should be noted that the main 

competition between Vietnam and China in the South China Sea in recent years is 

between law enforcements agencies for protecting (and preventing development) 

of resources (hydrocarbon and fishery), but both sides have not yet established any 

cooperative and dialogue mechanism between their Coast Guards.

Regarding indirect engagement, in 2013, Vietnam and ASEAN members were 

engaging China in working towards a new code of conduct (COC). As aforementioned, 

ASEAN and China have started consultations on the Code of Conduct for the South 

China Sea since September 2013. However, the future of this instrument remains 

uncertain as ASEAN and China hold different approaches on the process of COC 

formulation, and clearly have different views on the content of this document. 

In the process of COC formulation, while ASEAN stresses for “negotiations” for “an 

early conclusion of the COC” between ASEAN and China, China prefers “step-by-

step consultations” among parties. While ASEAN believes DOC implementation can 

go parallel with COC negotiations, China considers that COC consultations must be 

“under the framework of DOC implementation” and emphasizes that the top priority 

is to continue to implement DOC, especially promoting maritime cooperation. China 

also wants to “eliminate” third party involvement in the COC discussion process, 
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and blames “some interferences” for the stalemate of COC before.19

Table 1: Comparison of ASEAN’s and China’s Approaches  
towards COC Formulation

ASEAN China

Timeline Early conclusion Step by step 

Framework ASEAN-China DOC implementation (tied with 
cooperative activities)

Level Official Official/Expert

Form of discussion Negotiation Consultation 

Role of third party Open for respect of COC by third 
parties

No interference 

Form of decision making Consensus by ASEAN and China Consensus by countries

China’s approach seemingly prevails at the ASEAN-China Foreign Ministers’ 

Meeting in Bandar Seri Begawan, Brunei on 30 June 2013 when ASEAN agreed 

with China “to steadily move towards the conclusion of a code of conduct in the 

South China Sea on the basis of consensus,” and “to establish an Eminent Persons 

and Experts Group (EPEG) and/or other mechanisms to provide support to the above 

official consultations.” 20 At the Suzhou meeting on September 14 –15, 2013, ASEAN 

and China also agreed to establish an eminent persons and experts group to provide 

support for ASEAN-China official COC consultations, as proposed by China.21

It seems that China now could use the consensus principle to veto any proposal 

with which it did not agree, at the expert level and then at the official level, and can 

disrupt or delay the consultation process under pretext of external interference or no 

progress on cooperative activities within the DOC implementation framework.

As discussed above, although direct engagement and indirect engagement through 

ASEAN provides useful channels for Vietnam in dealing with China on the South 

China Sea issue, it is not sufficient in preventing China from advancing its claim in 

the South China Sea. Therefore, Vietnam has to also rely on soft and hard balancing 

19 Foreign Minister Wang Yi On Process of “Code of Conduct in the South China Sea” http://www.fmprc.gov.
cn/eng/zxxx/t1064869.shtml 
20 Joint Press Release of the ASEAN-China Foreign Ministers’ Meeting. http://www.fmprc.gov.cn/eng/wjdt/ 
2649/t1056037.shtml 
21 ASEAN, China to speed up code of conduct. http://www.bangkokpost.com/news/local/369881/asean-china
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elements of its strategy.

It should be noted that in addition to the territorial disputes in the South China 

Sea, Vietnam have to “struggle” with China on many issues (while cooperating 

with its northern neighbor on many issues where both countries have convergent 

interests — such as the issues of human rights, democracy, economic cooperation, 

and sharing the experience of reforms while maintaining the monopoly of power of 

Communist Party…). The construction of dams by China on the upper mainstream 

of the Mekong River, the competition for influence in Laos and Cambodia,  

Vietnam’s increasing dependence on China as the principal supplier for its 

export-oriented economy, the widening trade deficit, the growing asymmetry of 

power — including hard power as well as the fear of being Finlandized, all tend to 

add to the list of concerns for Vietnam policy makers. So while they continue to 

attach great importance to the relationship with China, it is in the interest of Vietnam 

to deepen strategic relations with other major powers and ASEAN members, framed 

within its overall policy of multilateralisation and diversification of international 

relations, to strengthen its independence and security.

In this connection, Vietnam sees ASEAN continue to play an increasing role in 

providing a platform for advancing its interests despite the association’s structural 

weakness of consensus principle and divergent interests and positions of other 

members on the South China Sea issue. Increasing Vietnam’s role as a member 

within ASEAN not only consolidates the “sense of belonging to a community,” 

provides a huge market of more than 600 million people and important sources of 

foreign investment, but through various ASEAN internal mechanisms and its related 

forums, Vietnam is also expected to engage China in multilateral discussion to settle 

maritime issues and to deal with ASEAN as a group, not with ASEAN individual 

claimants. ASEAN, after failure to release the joint communiqué at AMM46 in 

Phnom Penh in 2012, realized the importance of maintaining consensus on the South 

China Sea issue so that it will not negatively affect its credibility and centrality 

role in evolving regional security architecture. At almost all important meetings 

within ASEAN and between ASEAN and its partners (AMM, Summit, ARF, EAS 

meetings) in 2013 during the Chair of Brunei, the South China Sea was brought up, 
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discussed, and reflected in concluding documents without any incidents.22

Regarding cooperation with major powers in the world, the US is considered to 

be one of the most important partners to Vietnam. Beside economic interests,  

both countries seemingly have shared strategic interests in maintaining the current 

regional order, that China’s rise will be peaceful, and that ASEAN will continue 

play a central role in regional security architecture. In 2013, Vietnam and the US 

announced the establishing of a comprehensive partnership during President Truong 

Tan Sang’s visit to the US in July 2013. On the South China Sea issue, Hanoi and 

Washington also have convergent interests, among others, in settling the disputes 

by peaceful means according to international law, particularly the UNCLOS 1982, 

respect for the freedom of navigation, and unimpeded lawful commercial activities. 

Some analysts believed that although the US conducts its activities according to its 

own interests, US involvement has increased the leverages for Vietnam in relation 

with China, mad China soften its assertiveness and be less willing to use force to 

solve the disputes. In addition, US policy has had a spillover effect on the position of 

other countries, especially countries that have close relationships with Washington, 

making these stakeholders (such as Japan, Australia, India) express concerns 

about developments of the situation in the South China Sea at many multilateral 

mechanisms (ARF, EAS, ADMM+, ASEM, etc.), and, consequently, the issue even 

become more internationalized, and China will have to take into accounts interests 

of these powers as well.

With other major powers, although Russia is the main provider of Vietnam’s arms 

import and invests heavily on oil and gas exploration in the South China Sea, and 

both sides upgraded relations to the comprehensive strategic partnership level 

in 2013, Russia’s main focus is on CIS, European, and Middle East direction,  

and is mainly limited within Northeast Asia in its Asia-Pacific policy. Russia is also 

a “comprehensive strategic partner” and enjoys “the best relationship ever” with 

China. In addition, during bilateral meetings, the fact that Russian opines that the 

South China Sea disputes should be solved through bilateral negotiation does not 

meet the expectation of Vietnamese counterparts. India is also involved in oil and gas 

exploration in the South China Sea, improving military cooperation with Vietnam, 

22 See related documents at http://www.asean.org
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and also has territorial disputes with China. However, it seems that the Indian 

capacity has not yet meet its “Look East” aspiration. Japan is emerging as one of the 

most important strategic partners not just on economic cooperation, but also because 

both sides have maritime disputes with China and share strategic concerns over 

China’s long term intentions, and especially its assertiveness on maritime issues. 

Regarding hard balancing, Vietnam’s success in economic renovation has provided 

resources for expanding the defense budget. After about a decade of inadequate 

investment, Vietnam is modernizing its deterrent capabilities through naval, air, and 

electronic-fighting capability upgrades.23 However, it should be noted that while the 

defense budget has been increasing in absolute terms, its share of GDP is maintaining 

between 2-2.5 percent and in the middle level in comparison with other countries 

around East Asia (See chart below).

23 See our paper in NIDS conference in 2013
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Source: SIPRI Military Expenditure Database

In December 2013, it was widely reported that Vietnam received its first Kilo-Class 

submarine from Russia, with the next one to be delivered in 2014, and the sixth 

scheduled to be delivered in 2016. 

Other aspects of the hard balancing is law enforcement capability. Vietnam realized 

that as the military class is unlikely in the near future, the main competition in the 

South China Sea is between law enforcement vessels. In 2013, Vietnam restructured 

the Marine Police, changed the name into “Coast Guard” and placed it under direct 

command of one Member of Government — Minister of Defense instead of an 

agency under the structure of the Ministry of Defense. This restructure was aiming 

to avoid being blamed for using military vessels for law enforcement purposes 

for expanding international cooperation with the Coast Guard of other countries.  
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In 2013, to help strengthen the maritime security capabilities of Vietnam, Japan 

agreed to the transfer of patrol vessels to Vietnam. During the visit to Vietnam in 

December 2013, US Secretary of State John Kerry also announced the US decision 

to provide assistance for maritime security capabilities to Vietnam with an amount up 

to $18 million (within an additional $32.5 million to help Southeast Asian nations), 

including five fast patrol-boats to the Vietnamese Coast Guard.24

Conclusion 

Among two issues that constantly stay on top of the agenda of Vietnamese 

policymakers, in 2013, Vietnam’s economy was on the road of recovery, adding more 

confidence for the ruling Party in managing the internal and external challenges; 

while protecting sovereignty and maritime interests in the South China Sea remains 

the most challenging issue, not only last year, but is expected for the near future. 

To deal with the South China Sea issue, Vietnam’s policy of a combination of 

engagement and (soft and hard) balancing is seemingly effective, as it can defend 

the national interests while preserving the peaceful relationship with China and 

promoting cooperation with other important countries. However, in the near future, 

whether this policy will remain relevant is still a question, because its effectiveness 

depends on several factors that Vietnam cannot control, which includes domestic 

dynamism within China, the China-US relationship, and ASEAN development  

as well.

24 AP: US boosts maritime security aid to Vietnam. http://news.yahoo.com/us-boosts-maritime-security-aid-viet 
nam-082842052--politics.html


