
International Exchanges

  NIDS is rapidly expanding its range of international exchanges. Within the Ministry of Defense, 
NIDS plays an important role in international exchanges in the defense field and in security dialogue 
and also as a member of the regional security community, and contributes to the improvement 
and further stabilization of the security environment, As a think tank of the Ministry of Defense. 
NIDS actively promotes dialogues and exchanges of opinion with foreign security/defense research 
institutions through regular mutual visits. NIDS, as an institution equivalent to the National Defense 
University mutually convenes lectures given by exchange professors, sends/receives educational fieid 
trip delesaticons,as well as participates in international conferences of national defense universities. 
Furthermore, many high-profile government military figures such as Ministers of Defense, Chiefs of 
Staff, and Commandants of national defense universities visit NIDS.
  NIDS also develops its research networks through inviting and soliciting overseas researchers 
and experts for seminars, accepting visiting fellows, allowing in-house researchers to participate in 
overseas research trips and international conferences, and sending them to study/research abroad.
  One of the strengths of NIDS is in producing productive interchanges along with the extensive 
research outcomes and abilities of experts in various fields. NIDS contributes to the formulation of 
governmental policies by holding seminars and international conferences based on its expertise in 
policy-oriented research.

•United States
  With Japan’s ally, the United States, NIDS routinely 

conduc ts s tudy meetings and opinion exchanges 

between governmental organizations, militaries, and 

think tanks, as well as experts from universities. For 

example, NIDS interacts with the Institute for National 

St rategic Studies ( INSS) in the Nat ional Defense 

University in order to contr ibute to strengthening 

Japan-U.S. cooperation on security policies. Also, 

every year NIDS sends its researchers to the United 

States to discuss the situation in East Asia. In recent 

years, with more high-level U.S. officials visiting NIDS, 

exchanges of views took place in 2016 between NIDS 

researchers and the Chief of Staff of the U.S. Air Force, 

the Deputy Under Secretary of the U.S. Air Force, and 

the Commander of U.S. Forces Japan.

Participation in Multilateral National Defense University Commandant  Meetings

Intercommunication on Research and Education

  As one of its members, the president of NIDS attends the annual ARF Heads of Defense Universities,
Colleges and Institutions Meeting (HDUCIM), which was first held in 1997. NIDS hosted the 5th 
HDUCIM in 2001. Since 2009, NIDS has participated in the NATO Defense College Conference of 
Commandants.
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•China
  NIDS has been interacting with the National Defense 

University of the People's Liberation Army (PLA) through 

not only sending our instructors to give lectures, but 

also holding study meetings and visiting China on field 

trips. In accordance with the joint press announcement 

released af ter the Japan-China Defense Ministerial 

meeting in 2009, NIDS has strengthened its relationship 

with the top research institution of PLA, the Academy 

of Military Science. Furthermore, NIDS conducts joint 

research with the China Foundation for International 

and Strategic Studies. In addition, NIDS interac ts 

with numerous research ins t i tutes, inc luding the 

Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, China Institutes 

of Contemporary International Relations, and China 

Foreign Affairs University.

•Russia
  NIDS has been interacting with the Center for Military 

and Strategic Studies of the General Staff of the Armed 

Forces and the Military Academy of the General Staff of 

the Armed Forces of the Russian Federation.

•Republic of Korea
  NIDS not only conducts lectures through dispatches 

of instructors but also study meetings and regular field 

trips with the Korea Institute for Defense Analyses (KIDA) 

and Korean National Defense University (KNDU). In 

addition, NIDS is conducting a research exchange on 

military history with the Institute for Military History.

•Australia
  NIDS has had oppor tunit ies with the Austral ian 

Defense College (ADC) and the Australian Strategic 

Policy Institute (ASPI) to engage in activities such as 

research exchange, sending lecturers, mutual visits 

including regular f ield tr ips, and guest researcher 

exchange. NIDS also has experience of joint research 

with The Australian National University (ANU). As Japan-

Australian Security ties develop, relationship-building 

on research is also actively encouraged.

•Southeast Asia
  In order to cultivate better understanding and mutual 

trust on the security issues facing Southeast Asian 

countries, NIDS is interacting with defense research 

organizations and civilian institutions. In par ticular, 

mutual visits take place frequently with countries such 

as Indonesia, Singapore, Thailand, the Philippines, 

Vietnam, and Malaysia.

•India
  NIDS has bilateral dialogue with Institute for Defence 

Studies and Analysis (IDSA), India. This dialogue is a 

part of defense and security cooperation stipulated in 

Joint Declaration on Security Cooperation, 2008 and 

Memorandum on Defense Cooperation and Exchanges, 

2014.

•Europe
  NIDS has been interacting with security institutes and 

educational organizations in many European countries 

through mutual visits and opinion exchange, as well as 

study meetings of researchers or research group. For 

example, NIDS conducted joint research with the Swedish 

Defense Institute (FOI) and the Royal United Services 

Institute (RUSI), held a workshop, and issued joint reports. 

In 2013, in accordance with strengthening the security 

cooperation between Japan and NATO Stipulated by the 

joint political declaration by Prime Minister Abe and NATO 

Secretary General, Mr. Anders Fogh Rasmussen, NIDS 

began exchanges with NATO Defense College.

•Other Countries
  NIDS also interacts with many research and educational 

organizations in countries and regions that are not listed 

above. 

  NIDS mainly conducts exchanges with the Royal 

Military College (RMC).

  NIDS began interac t ing wi th nat ional  defense 

universit ies and research institutes in Middle East 

countries in 2014. NIDS also started research exchange 

with Pakistan National Defense University in 2012.

Participation in Multilateral National Defense University Commandant  Meetings

Intercommunication on Research and Education

19



•NIDS International Symposium 
  on Security Affairs
  This symposium was first held as the International 
Roundtable Discussion in 1985 and was renamed as 
the current title in 1999. This symposium is the largest 
international conference hosted by NIDS.
Ever y  year,  NIDS br ings together  renowned 
intellectuals from home and abroad, and they give 
lectures,presentations, and panel discussions. Since 
the discussions are open to the public, a wide variety 
of audience members observe these discussions, such 
as government or military personnel, researchers or 
experts, members of the press and general individuals 
interested in the themes discussed. The symposium plays an important role in helping people gain a 
deeper understanding of security issues. The results of past symposiums are published on the NIDS 
website.

NIDS International Symposium on Security Affairs 
in July 2016

NIDS International Forum on War History 
in September 2016

International Exchanges

Organizing International Conferences

  NIDS hosts international conferences on security and military history annually. The conferences 
consist of not only academic themes, but also international or regional issues, or challenges 
encountered regarding political issues. Therefore, the conferences are wide-ranging in features.

•NIDS International Forum on War History
  NIDS began holding this forum in 2002 for the 
purpose of reviewing war history from multiple 
perspectives. At the forum, foreign researchers 
give presentations on military history. The objective 
of the forum is to deepen the understanding and 
trust among participating countries. Discussions are 
open to the public. The results of past forums are 
listed on the NIDS website.
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International Workshop on Asia-Pacific Security 
in January 2017

Overseas Dispatching and Inviting of Researchers

  NIDS dispatches researchers to overseas research institutes/universities and also accepts security 
researchers from abroad as visiting research fellows. Additionally, NIDS established a fellowship 
system that invites overseas researchers with NIDS expense. NIDS encourages interactions of 
personnel because it contributes to the development of the research and education of NIDS and 
strengthens the research network.

•Global Security Seminar
  This seminar has been held since 2013 to deepen knowledge regarding global issues related to security. 
This seminar is utilized for opinion exchanges focusing on the provision of expertise for policymakers.

•ICRC International Peace Cooperation  Seminar
  NIDS invites experts from the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and holds a seminar. 
NIDS began hosting this seminar in 2009. This seminar discusses recent experience and future challenges 
with regards to  international peace cooperation and exchanges of views with practitioners of the Ministry 
of Defense and SDF.

•International Workshop on Asia-Pacific Security
  This workshop was first held in 2010 to exchange 
opinions about security issues faced by Asia- 
Pacific countries. NIDS invites security experts 
from the negion to host discussions in a workshop 
style. Proceedings are posted on the NIDS 
website as the "NIDS Joint Research Series".

21


