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  The security environment surrounding Japan has become increasingly severe, “with various 
challenges and destabilizing factors becoming more tangible and acute,” in addition to becoming 
“complex, diverse, and wide-ranging” (Defense of Japan 2016). Against this backdrop, the role of 
NIDS is taking on an increasing importance. NIDS carries out research on national security issues in 
order to meet the policy needs of the Ministry of Defense in a timely and appropriate manner.

  At NIDS, research is undertaken collaboratively between civilian official experts who have extensive 
research experience in a variety of fields, and uniformed personnel who have served in the SDF. NIDS 
also promotes the exchange and vitalization of human and intellectual resources with government 
agencies such as the National Security Secretariat, academic institutions including Japanese and 
foreign universities and think tanks, the business community such as private companies, and the 
media including news agencies.

  NIDS is multi-faceted. It is located inside the Ministry of Defense and thus is engaged with the 
policy-making process. At the same time, it is an academic research institute and enjoys a level of 
autonomy and academic freedom. In carrying out research, NIDS seeks to provide intellectual input 
that contributes to policies from a wide-ranging scope and medium- to long-term perspective, while 
resting on a broad academic foundation based on the policy needs of the Ministry of Defense.

  To ensure responses to fluid strategic environments currently surrounding Japan, NIDS is exploring 
the following themes that are closely related to Japan’s national security:

•Security in the Asia-Pacific Region
  NIDS conducts research and studies on Strategic environments of the Asia-Pacific region that have a 
great impact on Japan’s national security, especially the U.S., China, the Korean Peninsula, Russia, and 
Southeast Asia. NIDS takes a broad perspective, including diplomacy, economy, domestic policy and 
military affairs, to produce its own original analytical output, Moreover, in addition to the U.S.-Japan 
alliance, NIDS studies the modality of multilayered security cooperation in the Asia-Pacific region with 
the perspective of achieving regional stability.

•Security Situation in Critical Areas Across the Globe
  The situation in regions that are geographically remote but are nevertheless important has 
considerable impact on the security of Japan. Therefore, NIDS analyzes the security situation in a 
variety of regions, including the Middle East, Europe, and Africa.
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•Global Security Issues
  The international community faces threats such as proliferation of weapons of mass destruction 
and ballistic missiles, international terrorism, and piracy. At the same time, there are concerns that 
stable access to the global commons including sea, space, and cyber space is increasingly at risk. 
Furthermore, the effects of climate change on the security environment must be watched closely. 
NIDS conducts research to identify solutions to these global security issues as well as the role of 
military power therein.

•Modern Conflicts and Roles of the Armed Forces
  As modern conflicts become more diverse and hybrid, the role of the armed forces for managing 
these conflicts is also changing. NIDS analyzes the causes and characteristics of modern conflicts and 
studies ways to prevent such conflicts, respond to them if one breaks out, and contribute to post-
conflict reconstruction and development.

•Research on the Development, Operation, and Institutions of Defense Capabilities
  NIDS conducts research on matters such as defense strategy, national security legislation, defense 
procurement, crisis management, modality of defense organization and alliance, and trends in defense 
exchange and cooperation including military equipment, in cooperation with the Internal Bureau and 
each branch of the SDF.
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  NIDS engages in various activities to ensure the timely and appropriate provision and application of 
its research outcomes.

  It is critical that the research outcomes of NIDS, as a think tank of the Ministry of Defense, are 
utilized as an aid in policy-making by the Ministry of Defense and other agencies, including the 
National Security Secretariat. NIDS carries out research upon request from the policy departments 
of the Ministry of Defense, as well as gives briefings to the Minister of Defense, senior officials of the 
ministry, and members of other ministries and agencies including the National Security Secretariat 
regarding security developments in East Asia and security issues of Japan. Furthermore, NIDS strives 
to share security information with the public by sending lecturers to seminars and other activities.

  Every year NIDS organizes many study meetings, inviting experts in Japan and overseas from a 
broad array of fields. NIDS also hosts visits by government officials and delegations, including the 
top members of militaries and defense ministries, as well as renowned security experts, and holds 
exchanges of views with NIDS researchers. These occasions draw upon the know-how NIDS has 
developed over the years concerning security and regional situations.

  The research outcomes of NIDS are made further available to a broad audience in the form of 
publications. The NIDS Journal of Defense and Security contains papers on NIDS’ research outcomes, 
with a focus on contemporary security issues. The East Asian Strategic Review, a publication 
analyzing the strategic environment of East Asia and the events of importance concerning security, 
as well as China Security Report, a publication analyzing the strategic and military trends of China, 
are not only available in Japanese, but are also translated and published in English and in Chinese, 
respectively. Their analyses are closely followed by the media, government officials, and experts 
domestically and internationally.

Applications of Research Outcomes
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