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NIDS considers research activities as one of its most important tasks and houses roughly 90 researchers for this purpose. They belong to
the Policy Studies Department, Security Studies Department, Regional Studies Department, and Center for Military History, where they engage
in a broad range of projects on topics such as Japan’s defense and security policies, security theory, economic and legal related to security,
national and regional affairs, and military history. The results of these studies are utilized by the MOD in policy-making as well as by NIDS in
creating various publications, delivering presentations at research conferences and various other activities. In recent years, these results also
serve as the intellectual foundation for planning and implementing policy simulations. In addition, NIDS provides briefings on the latest
research findings, international and regional affairs, and military history to senior government officials of the National Security Secretariat
(NSS)and other government agencies, as well as to Diet members to meet their meeds.
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Research on National Security Issues
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The global balance of power has changed dramatically, and competition is emerging between
nations in politics, economics, military affairs, and other spheres. As challenges to the post-WW]I
international order continue, it is critical for Japan to enhance its cooperation and partnerships with
its allies and other like-minded countries with whom Japan shares a universal sense of values and
strategic interests (excerpt from the National Defense Strategy). Against this back drop, the role of t
NIDS is taking on increasing importance.

At NIDS, civil service researchers with academic knowledge and SDF officer-researchers work
together to conduct research on various issues concerning Japan’s security, to investigate, collect,
and study military history documents, as well as to continuously and systematically create records
of oral history. In addition, NIDS actively conducts intellectual exchanges with government gy omrmEsnsacmEaS

agencies, domestic and overseas universities, think tanks, and so forth. Dialogue with overseas research institutions
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Although NIDS is housed in the MOD, it also has a certain degree of academic freedom as an academic research institute. Research
at NIDS aims to engage with issues from the standpoint of policy support as well as with an academically grounded, broad medium- and
long-term outlook.
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Research Themes
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Research activities at NIDS is intended to address to address fluid strategic environment that currently surrounds Japan. The
following are examples of themes closely related to Japan’s national security on which researchers at NIDS focus their efforts.
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NIDS conducts unique analyses of the strategic environment surrounding the Indo-Pacific countries that are Japan’s key security
partners, and the situations in countries and regions that have significant influence on Japan’s security. We undertake analyses from
comprehensive perspectives encompassing diplomacy, the economy, domestic policy, and the military. Our scope extends to the

United States, China, the Korean Peninsula, Russia, Southeast Asia, Australia, and South Asia, as well as the Middle East, Europe,
and Africa.
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The international security environment is becoming increasingly complex and challenging. Notable examples include attempts to
unilaterally alter the status quo through force, the growing risk of interference with free access in the domains of cyberspace, oceans,
outer space, and the electromagnetic spectrum, as well as the possibility of hybrid warfare, including the outbreak of information
warfare. NIDS conducts research on international and national responses to these global security challenges and the role of military
power in such responses.
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In cooperation with the MOD internal bureau and the SDF, NIDS conducts research on defense strategies, security legislation,

crisis management, desirable forms of the Japan-U.S. alliance and national defense organizations, the trends in defense exchanges
and cooperation on equipment with other countries.
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Dissemination and Outreach
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NIDS’ research findings are published in Security & Strategy as well as in NIDS Perspective (Japanese and English versions), which
analyzes global and regional security-related issues,and in China Security Report (Japanese, English, and Chinese versions), which
offers multi-faceted analyses of China’s strategic and military trends. NIDS’ findings also draw the attention of domestic and overseas
media outlets, government personnel, and experts. In addition, NIDS uses the research findings it has accumulated over the years and
its knowledge of security and regional relations to organize frequent workshops and symposia, inviting domestic and overseas experts in
diverse range of fields. NIDS also welcomes foreign government personnel, delegates, and noted security experts to exchange ideas
with research fellows at NIDS.
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Policy Simulation
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Policy simulation is a means of examining actual policy issues by creating hypothetical Eﬁz%ﬁ}%l:ﬁl?éiiﬁb—-va\/@%ﬁﬁ
scenarios and discussing how the country in question should act and how other concerned  Utilization of simulations in policy support
countries would react in the scenario. Policy simulation has developed significantly, particularly
in the United States, and is widely incorporated into policymaking by national defense and
diplomatic authorities.

NIDS conducts policy simulations in the course of providing policy support and education. As
part of our efforts to facilitate collaboration with policymakers and others, in April 2015, NIDS
appointed a Director (in charge of Policy Simulation) and established the Policy Simulation
Division, specifically dedicated to conducting policy simulations. The director and members of
the division make use of NIDS’ advanced expert knowledge and research capabilities to plan v : . »
and implement policy simulations, which involve creating scenarios, holding (facilitating) @EgfE Q373 R)CBIFEYZ1L—Y3VER
debates among participants, and creating reports.In addition, NIDS works with overseas Simulation presentation at an international
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research institutions to conduct joint research, and to acquire state-of-the-art techniques.
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Research on Military History
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NIDS’ Center for Military History serves as a permanent and comprehensive research institution concerned with military history, and
provides military history-related services originally handled by Japan’s MOD and SDF. The Center for Military History carries out domestic and
international military history research in order to adequately meet defense policy needs and the educational and training needs of the SDF.

More recently, the Center has expanded the scope of its research program to cover security policy during the post-WWII era, which continues
to gradually fall under the category of “history.” The Center also preserves historical documents concerning Japan’s national defense in the

periods before and during WWII, and makes them widely available to the public.
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Publication of Senshi Sosho
(War history series)

Senshi Sosho, a compilation of the military history of World War Il, encompasses a total of 102 volumes published between 1966 and
1980 by the Office of War Study, the predecessor of the Center for Military History, to contribute to education and research at the SDF,
and this collection is available for viewing on the NIDS website.
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Research studies on military history are indispensable as they provide the foundation for examining the nation’s current and future
security environments and issues. In addition, the exchanging of ideas concerning historical perceptions between nations that influenced
one another in the past is very meaningful in terms of maintaining and facilitating relationships, thus the historical perceptions held by
various foreign countries is a key research theme at NIDS. For this reason, NIDS now strives to expand the breadth of its research by
taking a multi-perspective approach in its historical studies, uninhibited by narrow frameworks such as “Japanese military history” or
“foreign military history.”
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NIDS works on the following themes, constantly examining the facts of military history based on contemporary research trends and
historical materials, and contributing to Japan’s current security policy from a historical perspective.
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By making use of the newly released historical materials and recent research findings, and by incorporating the viewpoints of other
countries, NIDS continues to research the military history of World War 1.
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NIDS conducts research studies on the security policy in post-war Japan, including the foundation and development of the SDF,
which are now becoming a part of history. NIDS also creating records of oral history.
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NIDS conducts research on international conflicts that have occurred around the world throughout history, to provide historical
lessons contributing to security policy and the future education and training of the SDF.
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